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UNCLAS SECTION 2 OF 2 VIENTIANE 5599 

8. PHOUN'S PILGRIMAGE: THE CABINET AUTHORIZED PHOUN 
SIPRASEUTH (LPF), ACTING DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND 
ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER, TO TRAVEL TO SAM NEUA FOR A 
WEEK'S STAY. 

9. TELEVISION AND SUGAR: IN THE QUESTION AND ANSWER 
PERIOD, OUDAY WAS ASKED ABOUT THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A 
TELEVISION STATION, USING FRENCH AID, AND A PROPOSED 
JAPANESE SUGAR FACTORY. HE REPLIED THAT NEITHER 
SUBJECT HAD BEEN DISCUSSED BUT THAT THE SUGAR FACTORY 
PROJECT WAS PROCEEDING WELL. AS FOR THE FRENCH 
ASSISTED TELEVISION STATION, HE DID NOT KNOW WHETHER 
OR NOT THE PROJECT HAD BEEN CANCELED. 

10. COMMUNICATIONS: A SPANISH TELEVISION REPORTER 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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ASKED ABOUT THE CUT IN COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN LAOS 
AND THAILAND AND ABOUT RELATIONS BETWEEN THE TWO 
COUNTRIES, OUDAY, OBVIOUSLY UNHAPPY ABOUT THE QUESTION, 
REPLIED THAT THE COURTS HAD CONVICTED 31 LAO POLITICAL 
AND MILITARY FIGURES AS TRAITORS AND DECLARED THE CON- 
FISCATION OF THEIR POSSESSIONS (VIENTIANE 5546 NOTAL). 

THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE HAD LAUNCHED A CHECK OF THE 
BANKS IN ORDER TO VERIFY THE ACCOUNTS OF THE CONVICTED 
PERSONS SO AS TO CARRY OUT THIS CONFISCATION. TO 
AVOID SPECULATION BY BANKS, ORDERS HAD BEEN GIVEN TO 
STOP ALL COMMUNICATIONS CONCERNING BANKING AFFAIRS. 
THAT WAS ALL. HE ADDED IN LAO, THAT ALTHOUGH TRANS- 
MISSION OF BANKING INFORMATION BETWEEN LAOS AND THE 
OUTSIDE WORLD BY TELEX AND TELEPHONE WAS STOPPED, 
COMMUNICATIONS ON ALL OTHER SUBJECTS WERE TRANSMITTED 
NORMALLY. (COMMENT: IT IS AT PRESENT IMPOSSIBLE TO 
PLACE LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE CALLS THROUGH THE PTT.) 
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11. THAILAND: AS TO THAI-LAO RELATIONS, OUDAY COULD 
NOT SAY IF THEY WERE BETTER OR WORSE. IN ANY CASE, 

THE ROYAL GOVERNMENT WISHED TO HAVE FRIENDLY RELA- 
TIONS BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. THE THAI AND LAO 
WERE BROTHER PEOPLES. 

CORCORAN 



UNCLASSIFIED 
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